
 
 
 

Faith without works is dead 
 
By Bill Subritzky 
 
1. "Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.” (James 2:17.) 
 
“But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without your 
works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You believe that there is one God. You do 
well. Even the demons believe – and tremble! But do you want to know, O foolish man, that 
faith without works is dead?” 
(James 2:18-20.) 
 
2. The faith and authority that Jesus gave us. 
And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 
(Matthew 28:18-20.) 
 
3. Parable of the talents. 
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own 
servants and delivered his goods to them.  And to one he gave five talents, to another two, 
and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a 
journey.  Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made 
another five talents.  And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. But he 
who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money.  After a long 
time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 
 
“So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you 
delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ His lord 
said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will 
make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ He also who had received 
two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two 
more talents besides them.’ His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you 
have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the 
joy of your lord.’ 
 



“Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard 
man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 
And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is 
yours.’ 
 
“But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap 
where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. So you ought to have 
deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my 
own with interest. Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten 
talents. 
 
For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him 
who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the unprofitable servant 
into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ (Matthew 25:14-30.) 
 
4. Maintain good works. 
“This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm constantly, that those who 
have believed in God should be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and 
profitable to men.” (Titus 3:8.) 
 
5. Give and it shall be given unto you. 
“Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and 
running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be 
measured back to you.” (Luke 6:38.) 
 
6. Giving an account of our lives. 
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the 
things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.” (2 
Corinthians 5:10.) 
 
7. Works include: 
a). Witnessing to others. 
b). Helping the poor. 
c). Praying for the sick. 
d). Loving our neighbour. 
e). Being a servant to others in ministry. 
f). Helping the local church. (Cleaning, greeting etc.) 
 
8. We need to be fully born-again of the Holy Spirit. 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  
(John 3:16.) 
 
We need to turn 180° from darkness to light, from the power of Satan to the power of God. 
 
 
 



9. We need to receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them utterance.” (Acts 2:4.) 
 
10. God will empower us by His  
Holy Spirit. i.e. Speaking in tongues. 
 
11. We should totally surrender ourselves to God as a little child. 
Jesus said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, 
you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 18:3.) 


