Praising God
By Bill Subritzky
Christians go through suffering when under attack from the enemy and have to rely upon God for
their salvation and healing.
A major weapon at our disposal in overcoming the enemy is to praise God.
1. Stand still and see the salvation of God. (2 Chronicles 20:17.)
Israel was threatened with invasion by the nation of Moab.
2. King Jehoshaphat sought the Lord and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. He cried out to
God. (2 Chronicles 20:18.)
3. God spoke through the prophet Jahaziel, “Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of the great
multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God’s.” (2 Chronicles 20:15.)
4. The priests and the people of Israel stood up to praise the Lord God of Israel with loud voices. (2
Chronicles 20:19.)
5. King Jehoshaphat said, “Believe in the Lord your God, and you shall be established; believe His
prophets, and you shall prosper.” (2 Chronicles 20:20.)
6. 2 Chronicles 20:20b, 21-28 says,
“Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the Lord your God, and you shall be
established; believe His prophets, and you shall prosper.” And when he had consulted with the
people, he appointed those who should sing to the Lord, and who should praise the beauty of
holiness, as they went out before the army and were saying:
“Praise the Lord,
For His mercy endures forever.”
Now when they began to sing and to praise, the Lord set ambushes against the people of Ammon,
Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; and they were defeated. For the people of
Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of Mount Seir to utterly kill and destroy them.
And when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy one another.
So when Judah came to a place overlooking the wilderness, they looked toward the multitude; and
there were their dead bodies, fallen on the earth. No one had escaped.
When Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away their spoil, they found among them an
abundance of valuables on the dead bodies, and precious jewelry, which they stripped off for
themselves, more than they could carry away; and they were three days gathering the spoil because

there was so much. And on the fourth day they assembled in the Valley of Berachah, for there they
blessed the Lord; therefore the name of that place was called The Valley of Berachah until this day.
Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, with Jehoshaphat in front of them, to go
back to Jerusalem with joy, for the Lord had made them rejoice over their enemies. So they came to
Jerusalem, with stringed instruments and harps and trumpets, to the house of the Lord.”
7. God inhabits the praises of His people. (Psalm 22:3)
8. Spiritual Warfare
Ephesians 6:10-18 says,
“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of
God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh
and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age,
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of
God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,
and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of
faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; praying always with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the
saints.”
9. Resist the devil and he will flee. (James 4:7.)
10. Resist him steadfast in the faith.
(1 Peter 5:8.)
11. Paul and Silas in prison. Prison doors opened!
Acts 16:20-26 says,
“And they brought them to the magistrates, and said, “These men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble
our city; and they teach customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or observe.”
Then the multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates tore off their clothes and
commanded them to be beaten with rods. And when they had laid many stripes on them, they
threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to keep them securely. Having received such a
charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.
But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them. Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were
shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed.”
12. The church praises God in the midst of persecution. Acts 4:16-31 says,
The council conferred saying, “What shall we do to these men? For, indeed, that a notable miracle
has been done through them is evident to all who dwell in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. But so
that it spreads no further among the people, let us severely threaten them, that from now on they
speak to no man in this name.”
So they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. But
Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you
more than to God, you judge. For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.”

So when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way of punishing them,
because of the people, since they all glorified God for what had been done. For the man was over
forty years old on whom this miracle of healing had been performed.
And being let go, they went to their own companions and reported all that the chief priests and
elders had said to them.
So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord and said: “Lord, You are
God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them, who by the mouth of Your
servant David have said:
‘Why did the nations rage,
And the people plot vain things?
The kings of the earth took their stand,
And the rulers were gathered together
Against the Lord and against His Christ.’
“For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with
the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together to do whatever Your hand and Your
purpose determined before to be done. Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants
that with all boldness they may speak Your word, by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs
and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.”
And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.”
13. Praising God.
Psalm 34:1-3 says,
“I will bless the Lord at all times;
His praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul shall make its boast in the Lord;
The humble shall hear of it and be glad.
Oh, magnify the Lord with me,
And let us exalt His name together.”
14. Psalm 108:3-6
“I will praise You, O Lord, among the peoples,
And I will sing praises to You among the nations.
For Your mercy is great above the heavens,
And Your truth reaches to the clouds.
Be exalted, O God, above the heavens,
And Your glory above all the earth;
That Your beloved may be delivered,
Save with Your right hand, and hear me.”
15. Bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.
(2 Corinthians 10:3-5.)

